
 

Transitus – Saint Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 7:00 pm in the Church 

 

Peace and good! On the evening of October 3rd, members of the Franciscan family will gather at 

the Portiuncula (Assisi, Italy) to celebrate the Transitus (the passing of Francis of Assisi). Francis 

desired that this should be the place of death. 

Then dwelt in the Holy palace of the bishop of Assisi, and begged the friars to carry it in 

a hurry to St. Mary of the Portiuncula, wanting to make the soul to God where, as we 

said, for the first time clearly had known the way of truth. (FF 507) 

It was at the Portiuncula on the evening of October 3, 1226 that Francis embraced Sister Death 

and the friars sang: 

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death,  

from whom no living man can 'escape.  

Woe to those who die in mortal sin!  

Blessed are they She finds doing your most holy will,  

the second death will not harm them. (FF 263) 

Members of the Franciscan family continue to gather throughout the world on the evening of 

October 3rd to celebrate the Transitus. The Transitus is: 

A devotion familiar to all Franciscans which has survived the test of the last three 

decades is the Transitus. Each year on the third evening of October, we ritually remember 

the passing of Francis of Assisi from this life into God. In fact, the Transitus has become 

a significant and even a necessary annual event. To ritually revisit the story of Francis' 

passing is vital; without it something significant is missing. It specifies the living memory 

of Francis; it intensifies our commitment to follow Christ in the way of the poor man of 

Assisi. (Grigassy, 1993) 

On behalf of the Friars and the members of the Order Franciscan Secular, I invite you to 

join us on Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 7:00 pm in the Church for the Transitus. 

In the peace of Francis of Assisi, 

Father Tom 


