Prayers through the Intercession of Saint Joseph
Memorare to St. Joseph
Remember, O most pure spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, my great protector, Saint Joseph,
that no one ever had recourse to your protection, or implored your aid without obtaining relief.
Confiding therefore in your goodness, I come before you. Do not turn down my petitions, foster
father of the Redeemer, but graciously receive them. Amen.
Consecration to Saint Joseph
Hail, glory of the patriarchs, steward of God’s holy Church, who didst preserve the Bread of life
and the Wheat of the elect. O Blessed Joseph, faithful guardian of my Redeemer, Jesus Christ,
protector of thy chaste spouse, the virgin Mother of God, I choose thee this day to be my special
patron and advocate, and I firmly resolve to honor thee all the days of my life. Therefore I
humbly beseech thee to receive me as thy client, to instruct me in every doubt, to comfort me in
every affliction, to obtain for me and for all the knowledge and love of the Heart of Jesus, and
finally to defend and protect me at the hour of death. Amen.
Prayer for the Church and the Pope
Most powerful Patriarch St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church, which has always invoked
thee in anxiety and trouble, from the exalted seat of thy glory cast a loving glance upon the
whole Catholic world. Let thy fatherly heart be touched at the sight of the Mystical Spouse and
the Vicar of Christ overwhelmed with sorrow and persecuted by powerful enemies. Oh, by the
bitter anguish thou didst experience upon earth, dry the tears of the venerable Pontiff, defend
him, comfort him, intercede for him with the Giver of peace and charity, that, all adversity being
removed and all error dissipated, the entire Church may serve God in perfect liberty. Amen.
Protector of Homes
St. Joseph, protect our home. Pour forth from heaven blessings on our family. Remain in our
midst. Help us to live in love and harmony, in peace and joy. May the wholesome fear of God
strengthen us that virtue may adorn what we do and our way may lead to heaven.
To you this day I give the key to our dwelling place. Lock out all things that could do us harm.
Lock my home and my loved ones with me in the hearts of Jesus and Mary. This I beg of you,
that our days may be like your days in the holy home at Nazareth. Amen.
For Purity
Saint Joseph, father and guardian of virgins, to whose faithful keeping Christ Jesus, innocence
itself, and Mary, the virgin of virgins was entrusted, I pray and beseech you by that twofold and
most precious charge, by Jesus and Mary, to save me from all uncleanness, to keep my mind
untainted, my heart pure, and my body chaste; and to help me always to serve Jesus and Mary in
perfect chastity. Amen.
(Manual of Prayers for the Pontifical North American College, 1998)

For Employment
Dear Saint Joseph, you were yourself once faced with the responsibility of providing the
necessities of life for Jesus and Mary. Look down with fatherly compassion upon me in my
anxiety over my present inability to support my family. Please help me to find gainful
employment very soon, so that this heavy burden of concern will be lifted from my heart and that
I am soon able to provide for those whom God has entrusted to my care. Help us to guard against
bitterness and discouragement, so that we may emerge from this trial spiritually enriched and
with even greater blessings from God. Amen.
For the Unemployed
O Saint Joseph, we pray to you for those who are out of work, for those who want to earn their
living or support their families.
You who are the patron of workers; grant that unemployment may vanish from our ranks; that all
those who are ready to work may put their strength and abilities in serving their fellowmen and
earn a just salary.
You are the patron of families; do not let those who have children to support and raise lack the
necessary means. Have pity on our brothers and sisters held down in unemployment and poverty
because of sickness or social disorders. Help our political leaders and captains of industry find
new and just solutions. May each and every one have the joy of contributing, according to his
abilities, to the common prosperity by an honorable livelihood. Grant that we may all share
together in the abundant goods God has given us and that we may help underprivileged
countries. Amen.
Saint Joseph the Workman
Composed by Pope St. Pius X
O Glorious St. Joseph, model of all those who are devoted to labor, obtain for me the grace to
work conscientiously, putting the call of duty above my natural inclinations, to work with
gratitude and joy, in a spirit of penance for the remission of my sins, considering it an honor to
employ and develop by means of labor the gifts received from God, to work with order, peace,
moderation and patience, without ever shrinking from weariness and difficulties, to work above
all with purity of intention and detachment from self, having always death before my eyes and
the account that I must render of time lost, of talents wasted, of good omitted, of vain
complacency in success, so fatal to the work of God. All for Jesus, all through Mary, all after
thine example, O Patriarch, St. Joseph. Such shall be my watch-word in life and in death.
Amen.
For a Happy Death
O Glorious St. Joseph, behold I choose thee today for my special patron in life and at the hour of
my death. Preserve and increase in me the spirit of prayer and fervor in the service of God.
Remove far from me every kind of sin; obtain for me that my death may not come upon me
unawares, but that I may have time to confess my sins sacramentally and to bewail them with a

most perfect understanding and a most sincere and perfect contrition, in order that I may breathe
forth my soul into the hands of Jesus and Mary. Amen.
For a Happy Death
O Blessed Joseph, you gave your last breath in the loving embrace of Jesus and Mary. When the
seal of death shall close my life, come with Jesus and Mary to aid me. Obtain for me this solace
for that hour, to die with their holy arms around me. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I commend my
soul, living and dying, into your sacred arms.
Amen.
Thanksgiving Prayer for a Newborn Child
O Saint Joseph, you witnessed the miracle of birth, seeing the infant Jesus born of your most
holy spouse, the Virgin Mary. With wonder and awe, you took into your arms the Savior. With
gratitude that only a parent can know, you glorified God for the birth of his Son, entrusted to
your fatherly care.
Like you, St. Joseph, I too give praise and glory to God for the birth of my child. This child’s life
is such a miraculous testimony of God’s loving presence. My heart is filled with grateful joy.
Join me dear St. Joseph, in offering thanks to God for the gift of my child.
What great trust and confidence God placed in you, St. Joseph, by entrusting his only Son into
your fatherly care. This inspires me to entrust the spiritual care and protection of my newborn
child into your competent and loving hands. Teach, guide, and support me to fulfill well my
awesome vocation to be a worthy parent to this child. Amen.
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