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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
8:00 a.m. + Maria & Sabin Supuran by Adriana & Jeff
Simpson
4:00 p.m. - Living and Deceased Parishioners of St. Joseph
Parish
6:00 p.m. + Joseph Francis Paraiso by The Family
7:30 p.m. + Steve & Ligaya Valentin by The Hobbs Family
9:00 p.m. + Betty Smith by Adams-Green Funeral Home
Midnight + Wayne Norman by The Norman Family
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas
8:00 a.m. - Bong Family by Cris Beltran
10:00 a.m - Priests, faculty & staff of St. Joseph Parish &
School by The Ezenwa Family
11:30 a.m. + Yolanda & Martin Roncaglia by The Durant &
Clardy Families
1:00 p.m. - Mary Cahalane by Patrick & Jen Cahalane
Family
3:30 p.m. - Spanish Mass
Monday, December 26
8:00 a.m. + Antonina Zajac by Mary Diana Szulc
Tuesday, December 27
6:30 a.m. - In Thanksgiving by Pacita Stewart
8:00 a.m. + Edmond Cahalane by Mary Cahalane
Wednesday, December 28
6:30 a.m. + Walter J. Dobranski by The Dobranski Family
8:00 a.m. + Richard Canavan by Christiane & Dan Schaeffer
Thursday, December 29
6:30 a.m. - The La Madrid & Pacheco Families by Cris
Beltran
8:00 a.m. + Cliff Buck by Tom Keppel
Friday, December 30
6:30 a.m. - Jay & Zenaida Oteyza’s 50th Wedding
Anniversary by Bong & Cris Beltran
8:00 a.m. + Roger Fabich by Dick & Paula Greenlee
Saturday, December 31
8:00 a.m. + Roger Fabich by Adams-Green Funeral Home
5:00 p.m. + Tom Howard by his Family
Sunday, January 1 - New Year’s Day
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
7:00 a.m. + Connie Furlong by Theresa & John Wood
8:30 a.m. - Fr. Ivan Lebar, TOR by The Linck Family
10:00 a.m + Helen Dobranski by The Dobranski Family
11:30 a.m. - Living and Deceased Parishioners of St. Joseph
Parish
1:00 p.m. + Elizabeth Schmude by Doug Schmude
3:30 p.m. - Spanish Mass
5:00 p.m. + Patricia Hudson by Bill & Kathy Wemhoff

Peace and good! On behalf of the friars and Pastoral staff, I
wish you and your family a blessed and faith-filled Christmas.
As we celebrate the birth of our Lord, we proclaim: “Glory to
God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his
favor rests” (Luke 2:14).
The Gloria gets its name and its ﬁrst line from the song the
angels sang at the birth of Jesus: “Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke
2:14).
On Sundays, solemnities, and feasts, the Gloria
follows the Penitential Act. The Gloria begins by
echoing the proclamation of the angels at the birth of
Christ: "Glory to God in the highest!" In this ancient
hymn, the gathered assembly joins the heavenly choirs
in offering praise and adoration to the Father and Jesus
through the Holy Spirit. (USCCB)
The Gloria, an ancient hymn dating to the early centuries of the Church, is prayed every Sunday outside of
Advent and Lent, and on solemnities and feasts of the
Lord. The texts of this hymn is collection of images
and phrases from Scripture and Tradition. It begins
with the words of the angels who sung their praise at
the birth of Christ. The previous translation began
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people
on earth.” In the English translation of the third edition
of The Roman Missal, these words are much closer to
those of the angels as recorded in Luke 2:14: “Glory
to God in the highest and on earth peace to people of
good will.” (Williamson)
This Christmas our voices are joined to those from across the
ages as we call out, “Glory to God in the highest!”
Enjoy the reflection on the cover of this week’s bulletin.
Christmas Blessings!

In Bap sm we are reborn as children of

God, made members of His Church, and
heirs to the Kingdom of Heaven. With this in
mind, we welcome these children of God
who were baptized Dec. 18, 2016:
Eliana Janelle Portillo Calvo daughter of Er ik & Selva;
Valeria Guadron Calvo daughter of David & Mar ia

References:
United States Catholic Conference of Bishops. (2016). Gloria.
Washington, DC: USCCB.
Williamson, D. T. (2011). Preparing Y our Parish for the Revised Roman Missal: Homilies and Reproducibles for Faith
Formation. Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications.
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The Parish staff wishes to thank the following parish ministries:
We thank all of our parishioners who share their time, talent,
and treasure with the parish community. The commitment
of the parishioners range from their involvement in the ministries of the parishes; organizations associated with the parish;
participation in the weekly offertory program or Faith Direct;
participation in the daily 6:30 am and 8:00 am Masses; praying
the rosary each day in the Church; praying before the Blessed
Sacrament on Wednesday evenings and First Fridays; faithful
participation in the weekend Masses; etc. We are blessed as a
faith community to have many individuals sharing their time,
talent, and treasure with the parish community, Diocese, and
local community.
Thank you! Muchas gracias! Merci! Maraming salamat po!
Grazie! Gamsahamnida! Cảm ơn! Go raibh maith agat! Etc…

The School and Parish Offices are closed December 26th to
celebrate the birth of our Lord.
School will resume Jan. 3, 2017.
We wish everyone a happy and blessed Christmas and a Very
Happy New Year!

December 25, 2016

As you know the Diocese of Arlington has asked us to support
an increased offertory program during the fall months. This
program began in November.
• weekly bulletin reflections on the gift of stewardship –
Time, Talent, Treasure;
• letter from the pastoral staff focusing on the increased
offertory program; and
• request from the pastoral team for each of us to reflect
upon the time, talent, and treasure which we share with the
parish community.
As shared in the monthly reflections, we referred to stewardship in the context of "the three t's": time, talent, and treasure.
As we conclude this month of our increased offertory program,
we share the following insights to the question, “What is a
good steward?”
When the American bishops wrote their 1992 pastoral letter on
stewardship, Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, they defined
a good steward as one who embodied four specific qualities:
1) Grateful: thanking God daily for the blessings he or
she has received. A good steward
never stops saying “thank you.”
1) Responsible: with the blessings that God has bestowed;
not only using them prudently, but also making sure that
they do not wither away.
2) Sharing: A good stewar d knows that it is better to give
than to receive, for in giving we receive far more than we
could ever have imagined.
3) Accountable: Remember the par able of the stewar ds to
whom the master had entrusted the silver pieces? They
had to render an account of their stewardship. One day,
you and I will have to stand in accountability before the
judgment seat of God. And God will ask: “What did you
do with all the time that you had? What did you do with
all the gifts that I gave you? What did you do with your
life?” Hopefully, we will be able to say, “Lord, I tried to
thank you every day. I tried to be responsible with those
gifts. And I tried to share those gifts with others.” Please
God, may He respond, “Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of your master” (cf. Mt. 25:21).
As we recognize the presence of God in our lives, we set out to
live the spirituality of stewardship in terms of time, talent, and
treasure. We expr ess our appr eciation for your gener osity
in support of the parish. Your response in sharing your gifts of
time, talent, and treasure assists us in living out the Gospel in
our faith community. Know that we are grateful!

The Franciscan Friars, TOR
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Saturday, New Year’s Eve
December 31, 2016
Vigil Mass for New Year’s Day
5:00 p.m.
Feast of the Solemnity of Mary
the Holy Mother of God
Sunday, New Year’s Day,
January 1, 2017
Feast of the Solemnity of Mary
The Holy Mother of God
7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,
11:30 a.m., 1:00 p.m.,
Spanish 3:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

THE YOUTH MINISTRY CORNER
“Revolving Our Lives Around Christ”
Updated Youth Ministry Calendar is now available online
for 2017: For all those inter ested in attending upcoming
youth ministry events, please check out our calendar on the
youth ministry page at www.sjcherndon.org. Youth Ministry
reconvenes from the winter break on Sunday, January 8th.

Collection: The weekend of December 18
Offertory $ 24,750 plus Faith Direct $ 14,587
Dedications in form of Poinsettias to decorate altar
$ 2,061.00
Thank you for your continued support and kind
generosity. A special thank you for the poinsettia
dedications, which adorn our altar during the Christmas
season. May God Bless You!

THANKS TO OUR
SPONSOR
OF THE WEEK

Catechism Classes Resume

January, (Sat.) 7th, (Sun.) 8th, (Mon.) 9th, & (Tues) 10th

The Rites of Acceptance and Welcoming
On Sunday, January 8th (The
Epiphany) during the 10:00 a.m.
Mass, St. Joseph’s Parish will be
having the “Rites of Acceptance
and Welcoming.” These two rites
are part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.).
The rite of acceptance is for the unbaptized adults and is the
first step in which they will be received into the Order of Catechumens. As catechumens they will commit themselves to
learning and growing in the Catholic Faith. The rite of welcoming is for those baptized Christians of another faith who
desire to become Catholic and those Catholics seeking to complete their Christian Initiation (Confirmation and Eucharist).
This year our parish has 18 adults and 9 children in RCIA
(English) who will be presented by their sponsor. Please pray
for them as they make their journey toward Christ and His
Church.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
On January (Sunday) 15th, (Monday)
16th, & (Tuesday) 17th there will not be
any Religious Education classes in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Classes will resume the following week
on January 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.
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