ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
HERNDON, VIRGINIA

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 4 2016

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, December 3
8:00 a.m. - Ana Raffucci by Ana McCollim
5:00 p.m. + Bernard Clarke by The Toole Family
Sunday, December 4
7:00 a.m. + Andy Blazich by His Children
8:30 a.m. + Kenneth & Betty Smith
10:00 a.m + Rudolf Schroeck by The Howell Family
11:30 a.m. + Carl Lavin by The Speetjens Family
1:00 p.m. - Mary Cahalane by Patrick & Jen Cahalane &
Family
3:30 p.m. - Spanish Mass
5:00 p.m. - Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Joseph
Parish
Monday, December 5
6:30 a.m. + Corneilius Buckley by John Buckley
8:00 a.m. + Mary Kay Sullivan by The Sullivan Family
Tuesday, December 6
6:30 a.m. + James Thundathil by Bill & Marion Rivers
8:00 a.m. + Pat Laskowsky by Tom Keppel
Wednesday, December 7
6:30 a.m. - Benjamin La Madrid by Cris Beltran
8:00 a.m. + George & Mary Steffler by Steve & Peggy Bauer
6:00 p.m. + Melody Paige Klinker by The Klinker Family
Thursday, December 8
Immaculate Conception of The Blessed Virgin Mary
6:30 a.m. + Nathaniel La Madrid by Cris Beltran
8:00 a.m. + Marcel Le Blanc by His daughter Gabrielle
12:15 p.m. + Fr. Patrick Donahoe, T.O.R. by The Parishioners
of St. Joseph Parish
5:00 p.m. + Carol Browning by Cris & Zion McKinney
7:30 p.m. + Mary Lucille Keppel by Tom Keppel
Friday, December 9
6:30 a.m. - Amor & Jacque La Madrid by Cris Beltran
8:00 a.m. + Dee Lippin by Irene & Jack Workman
Saturday, December 10
8:00 a.m. + David Duncan by Jean Duncan
5:00 p.m. - Living and Deceased Parishioners of St. Joseph
Parish
Sunday, December 11
7:00 a.m. + K.C. Miller by The Miller Family
8:30 a.m. + Mary Radewicz by The McCarthy Family
10:00 a.m + Andy Blazich by The Sasala Family
11:30 a.m. + Veronica Karcz by The Karcz Family
1:00 p.m. - Mary Cahalane by Patrick & Jen Cahalane &
Family
3:30 p.m. - Spanish Mass
5:00 p.m. + William Donald by Kathy Reece

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and a Holy Day
of Obligation. All Catholics are obligated to attend
Mass.
Vigil Mass

Dec. 7th

Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.

There will be no Adoration due to the Vigil Mass.
Masses
Dec. 8th:
Thursday,
6:30, 8:00, 9:30 a.m. (school Mass), 12:15, 5:00 and 7:30 p.m.

Peace and good! The season of Advent is a season that invites
us to assess our relationship with God and especially Jesus as
we prepare for Christmas. The Advent Season is focused on
the "coming" of Jesus as Messiah.
As we continue to celebrate the Advent Season, we focus
upon the prayers we commonly pray. Last week we reflected
upon the prayer – The Sign of the Cross. This week we r eflect upon the Lord’s Prayer (Our Father).
In Scripture Jesus provides us with a formal prayer when He
taught His disciples the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-12). Jesus and the disciples used formal prayers in worship because
these prayers were part of the ancient tradition of the Jewish
people. The Church has followed their tradition in the Mass
and in other settings. When Catholics pray using the words
given us in Scripture and Tradition, we are guided by these
formal prayers as we search for words to express ourselves to
God.
When we make these common prayers our own, we are praying in unity with the whole Church. We become part of a
timeless, global community of prayer, a sign that we all belong to “the household of God” (Ephesians 2:19).
St. Thomas Aquinas shares the following:
The Lord’s Prayer is the most perfect of prayers.
In it we ask, not only for all the things we can
rightly desire, but also in the sequence that they
should be desired. This prayer not only teaches
us to ask for things, but also in what order we
should desire them.
Enjoy the reflection on the cover of this week’s bulletin.
Advent Blessings!
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The Parish staff wishes to thank the following parish ministries:
We thank our parishioners for their support of the Parish Facility Fund Collection. Your contr ibutions assist us in maintaining and caring for our parish buildings and grounds. Know
that we are grateful for your prayers and financial support.
We thank the youth of the parish who participate in and the
parents who volunteer in Youth Ministry. As we begin this
new liturgical year, we give thanks and offer blessings upon
your ministry as you deepen your relationship with Christ,
build community, celebrate the sacramental life of the Church,
reach out to those in need, plan to participate in Work Camp
2017, etc. Many blessings on the Youth Ministry Staff and all
those who participate in Youth Ministry.
We offer our congratulations and prayers to Father Jonathan
St. André, TOR, on the occasion of his Anniver sar y of
Priestly Ordination. Father Jonathan was ordained on December 9, 2006. Many blessings Father Jonathan!
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The Diocese of Arlington has asked us to support an increased
offertory program during the fall months. Our program began
in November. You will receive the following information
regarding this program:
• weekly bulletin reflections on the gift of stewardship –
Time, Talent, Treasure;
• letter from the pastoral staff focusing on the increased
offertory program; and
• request from the pastoral team for each of us to reflect
upon the time, talent, and treasure which we share with
the parish community.
As shared in the previous reflection, we often speak of stewardship in the context of "the three t's": time, talent, and treasure. Stewar dship is a way of life and our r elationship with
Christ is at the heart of it all. I offer the following description
of stewardship – sharing time:
How we use our time says much about what we value and
where our priorities are. Time for God, family, for others, for
ourselves: when all are balanced well, we feel our lives are in
order. Are you being a good steward of the minutes, hours,
days, months and years that God is giving you?
Pope Francis shares the following insight in regards to sharing
time:

In Bap sm we are reborn as children of God, made

members of His Church, and heirs to the Kingdom of Heaven.
With this in mind, we welcome these children of God who
were baptized Nov. 27, 2016:
Oliver Maddox Gozarin son of Geno & Mer yl;
Jonah Martins Kubach son of Daniel & Pr iscila;
Madeline Edith Sweede daughter of Matthew & Samantha

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE - The Men’s Society and the
Knights of Columbus will sponsor a Holiday Food Drive to
benefit LINK on the weekend of December 10-11. LINK is our
local interfaith food pantry supported by St. Joseph and the 12
local churches in our area.
Food collected will be used to provide less fortunate families in
Herndon, Sterling and Ashburn the supplies they need to prepare for and enjoy the Christmas holiday. While all donations
of non-perishable food are welcome, our wish list includes
hearty soups, canned meat (especially chicken), jelly, boxed
potatoes, boxed meals, pancake mix, toiletries, cleaning products and diapers. Collection will take place at all Masses.
Thank you in advance for your continuing support and
generosity.

Worshiping the Lord means giving him the place that he
must have; worshiping the Lord means stating, believing — not only by our words — that he alone
truly guides our lives; worshiping the Lord means
that we are convinced before him that he is the only
God, the God of our lives, the God of our history.
(April 14, 2013)
We foster and nurture this relationship with Christ by:
• Making prayer a priority in our lives;
• Attending Mass and the Sacrament of Reconciliation
more frequently;
• Weaving more prayer into and throughout the day;
• Finding time to study Scripture and be nurtured through
spiritual reading;
• Participating in faith formation and events in our parish;
• Using the resources of FORMED, Dynamic Catholic,
Bible Study, etc; and
• Stopping into the church for quiet time alone with God.
Stewardship of time requires us to look at our lives, twentyfour hours each day, as an opportunity to serve the Lord and
our sisters and brothers. We read in Scripture, “As each one
had received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Pt. 4:10).
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Link Toy Drive
On December 3rd, 4th, 5th, & 6th the children
who attend Religious Education classes are
asked to help the needy families in our area by
participating in LINK Toy Drive by having
them bring in a new unwrapped toy to their catechist (teacher) or directly to the Religious Education (CCD)
office. LINK is an all-volunteer organization of 15 churches in
Western Fairfax and Eastern Loudoun counties which provides
needy families with emergency food, furniture, and financial
assistance throughout the year in addition to holiday seasonal
items. Thanks in advance for all who would give.

Last Classes of the Year before Christmas Break
December (Sat) 10th, (Sun) 11th, (Mon) 12th, & (Tue) 13th
Catechism Classes Resume
January, (Sat.) 7th, (Sun.) 8th, (Mon.) 9th, & (Sun) 10th

THE YOUTH MINISTRY CORNER
“Revolving Our Lives Around Christ”

Sunday Night Youth event (Dec. 4th) " Encounter ing J esus' Birth Narrative": All high school young people can join
us on Sunday, Dec. 4th from 6-8 p.m. in Parish Hall C for
dinner, fellowship, and service for the parish. To find out
more about our youth ministry and what it has to offer, please
log on to www.sjcherndon.org and find the youth ministry
page under faith formation.

YOUTH MINISTRY
ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES
Our Advent Penance Service will be on Saturday,
December 10th at 9 a.m. This will be a wonderful
opportunity for spiritual preparation before Christmas;
for your convenience extra priests will be available.
There will be no confessions at 3:30 p.m. due to the
Advent Penance Service.
ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES
IN NEIGHBORING PARISHES:
December 13 - St. John Neumann, Reston:

For information regarding this ministry, please contact: Mr. David Bristow at 703-880-4309.
Collection: The weekend of November 20
Offertory $ 18,570 plus Faith Direct $14,610
Second Collection: Campaign for Human Development
$ 4,841 plus Faith Direct $ 2,370
Thank you for your continued support and kind
generosity.

7:00 PM

December 13 -

St. Thomas á Becket, Reston: 7:00 PM

December 19 -

Christ the Redeemer, Sterling: 7:00 PM
(Bi-Lingual)

St. Joseph School
St. Joseph School is seeking a Learning Resource teacher.
Interested candidates should send a letter of interest and
resumé to Mrs. Cindi Conroy, Principal or
cconroy@sjschoolva.org.
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Are you Seeking More?!
Join Us in January!
Wednesdays, 1:30-3pm - The Book of Revelations ~ Jeff Cavins,
presenter ~ a walk through Revelations, the Kingdom Yet to Come
(10 weeks)
Fridays, 9-11am - Catholicism: The Pivotal Players - Bishop Robert
Barron’s newest series, exploring six players who’ve shaped Catholicism & civilization (St Francis of Assisi, St Catherine of Siena, St
Thomas Aquinas, Bl. John Henry Newman, GK Chesterton &
Michaelangelo)! (6 weeks)
Please contact Amy at speetjens@verizon.net or 703.318.7311 for
more information, to sign up and to order materials. Come grow &
learn together!!
Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for December
Universal: END TO CHILD SOLDIERS
That the scandal of child-soldiers may be eliminated the world
over.
Evangelization: EUROPE
That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the beauty,
goodness, and truth of the Gospel which gives joy and hope to
life.
THANKS TO OUR
SPONSOR
OF THE WEEK
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CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE

Masses for Christmas Eve,
Saturday, December 24

4:00 p.m. Mass in Parish Hall
4:00 p.m. Mass in Church
6:00 p.m.; 7:30 p.m.; 9:00 p.m. (choir)
Bi-Lingual Midnight Mass in Church
(Spanish Choir)

Masses for Christmas Day,
Sunday, December 25, 2016

8:00 a.m.; 10:00 a.m.; 11:30 a.m;
1:00 p.m. ; 3:30 p.m. Spanish Mass
(No 5:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Day)

Saturday, New Year’s Eve
December 31, 2016
Vigil Mass for New Year’s Day
5:00 p.m.
Feast of the Solemnity of Mary
the Holy Mother of God

Sunday, New Year’s Day,
January 1, 2017

Feast of the Solemnity of Mary
The Holy Mother of God
7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:00 p.m.,
Spanish 3:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

