ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
HERNDON, VIRGINIA

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, November 26
8:00 a.m. + Frank DiPlacido by Kitty DiPlacido
5:00 p.m. + Odette Spur by The Ezenwa Family
Sunday, November 27
7:00 a.m. + Joseph Conroy, Sr. by Genie & Joe Conroy &
Sons
8:30 a.m. + Frank Hennessey by Marie Valeski & Family
10:00 a.m + Mary Lucille Keppel by Tom Keppel
11:30 a.m. + Julie Amore by Jamie Shapiro
1:00 p.m. - Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Joseph
Parish
3:30 p.m. - Spanish Mass
5:00 p.m. + Margie Rose by Mary Diana Szulc
Monday, November 28
6:30 a.m. + Roger Fabich by Bill & Marion Rivers
8:00 a.m. + Sal Grillo by The Grillo Family
Tuesday, November 29
6:30 a.m. + Joe Kover by Betty Kover
8:00 a.m. + Lillian Carty by The Carty Family
Wednesday, November 30
6:30 a.m. + John E. Hager by Stan & Betti Ogozaleck
8:00 a.m. + Fr. Louis McIntyre, T.O.R. by The Grillo Family
Thursday, December 1
6:30 a.m. + Laura Maraoui by Pat Gilbert
8:00 a.m. + Miguela Alacbay by The Family
Friday, December 2
6:30 a.m. - Eddie Pacheco by Cris Beltran
8:00 a.m. + Maureen Page by The McQuillan Family
7:30 p.m. + Edward Wagner by The Patterson Family
Saturday, December 3
8:00 a.m. - Ana Raffucci by Ana McCollim
5:00 p.m. + Bernard Clarke by The Toole Family
Sunday, December 4
7:00 a.m. + Andy Blazich by His Children
8:30 a.m. + Kenneth & Betty Smith
10:00 a.m + Rudolf Schroeck by The Howell Family
11:30 a.m. + Carl Lavin by The Speetjens Family
1:00 p.m. - Mary Cahalane by Patrick & Jen Cahalane &
Family
3:30 p.m. - Spanish Mass
5:00 p.m. - Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Joseph
Parish

Peace and good! Today we begin the season of Advent, a season that invites us to assess our relationship with God and especially Jesus as we prepare for Christmas. What is Advent all
about? We know it as a liturgical period, the beginning of the
Church’s year with a focus on the birth of Jesus at Christmas.
The word "advent," from the Latin adventus (Greek parousia),
which means "coming" or "arrival." The Advent Season is
focused on the "coming" of Jesus as Messiah.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes Advent in the
following manner:
When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each
year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the
Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the
Savior's first coming, the faithful renew their ardent
desire for his second coming. By celebrating the precursor's birth and martyrdom, the Church unites herself
to his desire: "He must increase, but I must decrease."
(No. 524)
There are many themes associated with the Advent Season.
Four common themes are hope, peace, joy, and love. Last Advent we reflected upon these four themes, this year’s Advent
reflections will focus upon the prayers we commonly pray.
This week we reflect upon the prayer – The Sign of the Cross.
Tertullian reminds us:
[We sign ourselves] at our coming in or going out of
the house, while dressing, while putting on our shoes,
when we are taking a bath, before or after meals,
when we light the lamps, when we go to bed or sit
down, and in all the ordinary actions of daily life.
Enjoy the reflection on the cover of this week’s bulletin.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES
Our Advent Penance Service will be on Saturday, December
10th at 9 a.m. This will be a wonderful opportunity for
spiritual preparation before Christmas; for your convenience
extra priests will be available.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES
IN NEIGHBORING PARISHES:
December 13 - St. John Neumann, Reston:

7:00 PM

December 13 -

St. Thomas á Becket, Reston: 7:00 PM

December 19 -

Christ the Redeemer, Sterling: 7:00 PM
(Bi-Lingual)

Advent Blessings!
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Visit us on our website!
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The Parish staff wishes to thank the following parish ministries:
We thank our parishioners for their gift of faith, embrace of the
Gospel of Joy, participation in the Year of Mercy, and support
of the parish. As we reflect upon the Year of Mercy which just
concluded, let’s give thanks to God for his gifts of mercy,
compassion, and unconditional love. Amen!
We thank our parishioners who participate in the liturgical
ministries her e at the par ish. As we begin a new litur gical
year, we give thanks and offer blessings upon the ministries of
music, lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
altar servers, ushers, sacristans, altar linen care, altar server
robe care, art and environment, church cleaning crews, SJC
facility staff, etc.
We offer our congratulations and prayers to Father Tom Bourque, TOR, on the occasion of his Anniver sar y of Pr iestly
Ordination. Father Tom was ordained on November 27, 1982.
Many blessings Father Tom!

In Bap sm we are reborn as children of God, made

members of His Church, and heirs to the Kingdom of Heaven.
With this in mind, we welcome these children of God who
were baptized Nov. 20, 2016:
Nolan Robert Annett son of Timothy & Lisa;
Joseph Raymond Carvill son of Daniel & Dana;

HOMEBOUND OUTREACH
For information regarding this ministry, please contact: Mrs. Sherry
Herauf at 703-880-4300 x4343.

THANKS TO OUR
SPONSOR
OF THE WEEK
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The Diocese of Arlington has asked us to support an increased
offertory program during the fall months. The pastoral staff has
selected the month of November for this program. During the
month of November, you will receive the following information regarding this program:
• weekly bulletin reflections on the gift of stewardship –
Time, Talent, Treasure;
• letter from the pastoral staff focusing on the increased
offertory program; and
• request from the pastoral team for each of us to reflect
upon the time, talent, and treasure which we share with
the parish community.
As we begin this month of stewardship, one might ask the
question: What is stewardship really all about?
Today, we often speak of stewardship in the context of "the
three t's": time, talent, and treasure. Many think of stewardship only in terms of asking for money. Stewardship is a
way of life and our relationship with Christ is at the heart of it
all. I offer the following description of stewardship:
Stewardship is a Catholic Christian way of life based
on the spiritual principles of the Old Testament and the
teachings of Jesus in the Gospels. When lovingly embraced, Christian stewardship produces a spirituality
that glorifies our Heavenly Father, deepens our relationship with Jesus Christ, and refreshes our lives with the
Holy Spirit. Stewardship is an expression of gratitude
to God. It reminds us that we are the administrators,
not the owners, of our assets. It fills a need deep within each of us to worship God, and to thank Him for the
abundant blessings He has showered upon us.
Stewardship involves a reflection upon the following:
• Our time is a gift from God.
• Our talents are gifts from God.
• Our treasure is a gift from God.
Think about what we own...and what owns us?
Stewardship is a way of life.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Two of our classes have grown so large that they need to be
split! We need two additional Catechists (CCD Teachers) for
the following grades and times. Each Catechist will be assigned an Assistant Catechist for support and the Director will
teach you everything you need to know and be with you every
step of the way to help. For more information call Mr. Reyes
Ruiz at (703) 880-4332, email at rruiz@sjcherndon.org.
Sunday 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
First Holy Communion Catechist
High School Grades (must speak Spanish)
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
First Holy Communion Catechist (3rd & 4th Graders)

THANKSGIVING BREAK

THE YOUTH MINISTRY CORNER

“Revolving Our Lives Around Christ”
Sunday Night Youth event (Dec. 4th) " Encounter ing J esus' Birth Narrative": All high school young people can join
us on Sunday, Dec. 4th from 6-8 p.m. in Parish Hall C for
dinner, fellowship, and service for the parish. To find out
more about our youth ministry and what it has to offer, please
log on to www.sjcherndon.org and find the youth ministry
page under faith formation.

St. Joseph School
St. Joseph School is seeking a Learning Resource teacher.
Interested candidates should send a letter of interest and
resumé to Mrs. Cindi Conroy, Principal or
cconroy@sjschoolva.org.

On Thanksgiving Day Weekend, November (Sat.) 26th and (Sun.) 27th,
there will not be any catechism classes
held. However, there will be classes
held the Monday and Tuesday after
Thanksgiving (November 28th & 29th).
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ADVENT CONFESSIONS
In preparation for Christmas, all Religious Education (RE) students from 3rd through 6th grades will have Confessions during
class times on November (Mon.) 28th, (Tue.) 29th, & December
(Sat.) 3rd. The 7th and 8th graders will have their Penance Service during the Lenten Season in order to prepare for Easter
and their forthcoming Confirmation. All Religious Education
parents, as well as the 7th and 8th grade RE students, are strongly encouraged to attend the Parish Advent Penance Service on
Saturday, December 10th at 9:00 a.m.
Link Toy Drive
On December 3rd, 4th, 5th, & 6th the children who attend Religious Education classes are asked to help the
needy families in our area by participating in
LINK Toy Drive by having them bring in a
new unwrapped toy to their catechist (teacher)
or directly to the Religious Education (CCD)
office. LINK is an all-volunteer organization of
15 churches in Western Fairfax and Eastern Loudoun counties
which provides needy families with emergency food, furniture,
and financial assistance throughout the year in addition to holiday seasonal items. Thanks in advance for all who would give.
Last Classes of the Year before Christmas Break
December (Sat) 10th, (Sun) 11th, (Mon) 12th, & (Tue) 13th
Catechism Classes Resume
January, (Sat.) 7th, (Sun.) 8th, (Mon.) 9th, & (Sun) 10th
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Music Ministry Advent

During the Advent season we will use the Mass parts from
the Mass of Spirit and Grace which can be found in the
music issue starting at # 926 in the Music Issue. We will
sing # 927 for the Mystery of Faith which begins with the
words: “ We Proclaim….” The Gloria is not sung during
the season of Advent except on the feast days of Mary on
Dec. 8 and Dec. 12. Christmas Eve the Gloria is brought
back and is sung until Lent begins.
We will use the same Advent Gospel Acclamation we
used last year which has a melody based on “ O Come, O
Come Emmanuel”.
For additional information on the music check out the
Music ministry website at: www.mamusicstudio.com.

Are you Seeking More?! Join Us in January for more Great Adventure Bible Series, The Book of Revelations ~ Jeff Cavins on Weds.
1:30 - 3 p.m., or the newest Catholicism: The Pivotal Players Bishop Robert Barron on Fridays, 9-11 a.m. Please contact Amy at
speetjens@verizon.net or 703.318.7311 for more information, to
signup and to order materials. Come grow & learn together!!

ECUMENICAL NEWS: The annual LARCUM Confer ence is being held in Ashland, VA on December 2-3, 2016.
Registration fee is $35.00, no charge for students who register.
For information and schedules contact Mr. Rick Caporali, Registrar, 1009 Stafford Avenue, Fredericksburg, VA 22401;
rcaporali@stmaryfred.org; 1-540-373-6491.
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Give A Gift for Life
Please give a Gift for Life this Advent season to support Gabriel Project Pregnancy Assistance and Project Rachel PostAbortion healing ministries. Your gift can help with: complete
prenatal care, rent and utilities, professional counseling, educational classes, post-abortion retreats, and much more.
Please take home a tree tag and pre-addressed envelope from
our “Gift for Life” tree and consider mailing in a taxdeductible donation to Gabriel Project/Project Rachel of Arlington. Or donate online at www.arlingtondiocese.org/
giftforlife. Our tree will be in the church vestibule through
Sunday, Dec 4. Thank you for your generosity during this season of giving!
Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration begins immediately
following the First Friday 7:30 p.m. Mass and concludes at
6:30 a.m. on Saturday morning. New members are welcome to
come and spend an hour before the exposed Blessed Sacrament each month. For information, call Bob Grillo at 703-4715689.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED --THE CLOSET, Herndon
The Closet is a non-profit organization, whose proceeds provide support to local Charities. If you can spare 2 hours
once or twice a month. Please call: Cha Cha 703-620-2754,
Frank 703-435-0571, Frances 703-478-3018 or Janet at 703437-6475.

