ST. JOSEPH CHURCH
750 Peachtree Street
Herndon, Virginia 20170-3798 www.sjcherndon.org
703-880-4300
PASTORAL TEAM
Father Tom Bourque, T.O.R., Parochial Administrator
Father Alberto Bueno, T.O.R., Parochial Vicar
Father Pat Whittle, T.O.R., Priest-in-Residence
ROOM/HALL RENTALS - PRIVATE BOOKINGS
Call Mr. Danny Rucker - 703-880-4340

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil Masses:
Sunday Masses:

Daily Masses:
First Friday Masses:

5:00 p.m.
7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 a.m.,
1:00 p.m., 3:30 p.m. (Spanish)
5:00 p.m.
6:30 a.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. Monday - Saturday
7:30 p.m.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
Religious Education Director, Mr. Reyes Ruiz

In Case of Absences - CCD Office - 703-880-4307
September - May
Grades K-4
Saturday 9:00-10:30 a.m.
Mass

Pre-School - Ages 3-5
Sunday during 10 a.m.

Spanish 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Grades 5-8
Monday 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. (RCIC/Special Sacraments)
Religious Education Secretary - 703-880-4305

YOUTH MINISTRY
Director of Youth Ministry:
Mr. David Bristow, 703-880-4309
Jr. High School Youth - Grades 9-12

NEW PARISHIONERS: All are welcome! Please call
or register at the Church Office. Remember, just attending church here does not automatically make you a registered parishioner.

PASTORAL ADVISORY COUNCIL - We welcome your
suggestions. Contact us at pac@sjcherndon.org.

PARISH OFFICES - Hours - 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Monday - Friday
CHURCH OFFICE: 703-880-4300, FAX: 703-880-4320
Facility Superintendent: Mr. Danny Rucker
703-880-4340
Kitchen Manager:
Mr. Jim Klenk
703-880-4312
Network/IT Manager:
Mr. John Peitler
703-880-4356
Finance Administrator: Ms. Teresa Westhues 703-880-4313
Asst. Bookkeeper and Mrs. Beth Covert
703-880-4357
Child Protection Liaison
Music Director:
Mrs. Alice Eelman
703-880-4321
Religious Education Dir. Mr. Reyes Ruiz
703-880-4332
Religious Ed. Secretary Mrs. Rosalind Murphy 703-880-4305
Parish Secretary/
Mrs. Tisha Hilliard
703-880-4355
Finance Assistant
Parish Secretaries:
Mrs. Jeanne Nappier
703-880-4304
Mrs. Mary Kirby
703-880-4302

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Wednesdays in the Church - 7-9 p.m.
NOCTURNAL ADORATION: following First Friday Mass

CONFESSIONS: Saturday: 3:30 p.m. and by appointment.
MARRIAGE: Arrangements must begin at least (6) months
in advance of the date of the wedding. This is a Diocesan requirement. Call the Church Office for an appointment.
BAPTISMS: Held Sunday at 2:00 p.m. in the church. Call
the Church Office at least one month in advance. For parishioners who are asked to be Godparents, please contact the
Church Office no less than 3 weeks before the event takes
place to see if you meet the Diocesan requirements.
BAPTISMAL CLASSES: Baptismal classes are required for
all parents and God-parents prior to the child being baptized. The next Baptismal Class held here at St. Joseph is
December 5, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in parish meeting room
209.
BULLETIN DEADLINE: The deadline for copy material is
Monday before Noon. Any announcements received after Monday will be in the next bulletin. Please submit material in writing
or via e-mail at mkirby@sjcherndon.org.

St. Joseph - National Blue Ribbon School

OFFICE: 703-880-4350, FAX: 703-880-4320
Grade School K-8
Principal: Mrs. Cindi Conroy
Assistant Principal: Mrs. Karen Tessier
Secretaries: Mrs. Mary Lewis
Mrs. Barbara Beech
Mrs. Debbie Lizama
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HERNDON, VIRGINIA
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, November 30
6:30 a.m. +
Norma Verdan by Antonio Verdan
8:00 a.m. Special intentions of The Tran Family by The
Tran Family
Tuesday, December 1
6:30 a.m. +
Laura Margoui by Pat Gilbert
8:00 a.m. +
Miguela Alacbay by The Paraiso Family
Wednesday, December 2
6:30 a.m. + Janice Dymek by Jackie & Bob Bourque
8:00 a.m. + Catherine Halpin by Her Daughter Anne
Choiniere
Thursday, December 3
6:30 a.m. - Ana Raffucci by The McCollim Family
8:00 a.m. + Susan Ciski by The Benny Job Family
Friday, December 4
6:30 a.m. + Joe Solomito by Jackie & Bob Bourque
8:00 a.m. + Patricia Gill by Joanne Kunz
7:30 p.m. +
Deborah Marrelli by The Lizama Family
Saturday, December 5
8:00 a.m. + Mary Kay Sullivan by The Sullivan Family
5:00 p.m. Constance & Gary Proctor by The Proctor
Family
Sunday, December 6
7:00 a.m. + Martin E. Farmer, Jr.
8:30 a.m. + Kenneth Smith by Betty Smith
10:00 a.m + Mary Jane Johns by Her Sister Patricia Farrell
11:30 a.m. - Living and Deceased Members of St. Joseph
Parish
1:00 p.m. + Mary Kay Sullivan by The Sullivan Family
3:30 p.m. - Spanish Mass
5:00 p.m. + Fokian Lafionatis by The Stapor Family

In Baptism

we are reborn as children of God, made members
of His Church, and heirs to the Kingdom of
Heaven. With this in mind, we welcome
these children of God who were baptized
November 22, 2015:

Calista Marie Dodson daughter of Anthony & Anne;
Caroline Margaret Edmunds daughter of Patrick & Katherine;
Anderson K. Goka son of Kokou & Aurelie;
Aaron B. Goka son of Kokou & Aurelie;
Jeffrey John Lugas, III son of Jeffrey & Erin;

St. Joseph is in need of more
Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist. We especially need more
Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist at the 1:00 p.m. and 5:00
p.m. Sunday Masses. Please
prayerfully consider to accept this calling from God. It is a
privilege and a blessing to be called as a Eucharistic Minister in
serving the people of our parish. If you are interested in
becoming an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, please
contact Mary Kirby in the office at 703-880-4302.

Peace and good! Today we begin the season of Advent, a
season that invites us to assess our relationship with God and
especially Jesus as we prepare for Christmas. What is
Advent all about? We know it as a liturgical period, the
beginning of the Church’s year with a focus on the birth of
Jesus at Christmas. The word "advent," from the Latin
adventus (Greek parousia), which means c" oming"or "a rrival."
The Advent Season is focused on the "coming" of Jesus as
the Messiah.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes Advent in
the following manner:
When the Church celebrates the liturgy of
Advent each year, she makes present this
ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by
sharing in the long preparation for the Savior's
first coming, the faithful renew their ardent
desire for his second coming. By celebrating
the precursor's birth and martyrdom, the Church
unites herself to his desire: "He must increase,
but I must decrease." (No. 524)
There are many themes associated with the Advent Season.
Four common themes are hope, peace, joy, and love. As we
begin our Advent journey, let us pray for the virtue of hope.
When we speak of hope in general (as in "I have hope that it
will not snow today"), we mean mere expectation or desire
for something good, which is quite different from the
theological virtue of hope. Hope is one of the theological
virtues. The three theological virtues are: faith, hope, and
charity.
“Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the
kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing
our trust in Christ's promises and relying not on our own
strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit”
(No. 1817).
Advent Blessings!
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The Parish staff wishes to thank the following parish
ministries:
We thank our parishioners for their support of the Saint Joseph
Parish increased offertory program during the month of
November. We express our appreciation for your generosity in
support of the parish to embrace the spirituality of stewardship
in terms of time, talent, and treasure. Your r esponse in
sharing your gifts of time, talent, and treasure assists us in
living out the Gospel in our faith community.

Music Ministry Advent /Christmas Notes
During the Advent season we will use the Mass parts
from the Mass of Christ the Savior which can be found in
the music issue starting at # 918 in the Music Issue.
The Gloria is not sung during the season of Advent
except on the feast days of Mary on Dec. 8 and Dec. 12.
Christmas Eve the Gloria is brought back and is sung
until Lent begins.
We will use the same Advent Gospel Acclamation we
used last year which has a melody based on “ O Come, O
Come Emmanuel”.
For additional information on the music check out the
Music ministry website at: www.mamusicstudio.com.

Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration
begins immediately following the First Friday 7:30 p.m. Mass and concludes at 8:00
a.m. on Saturday morning. New members
are welcome to come and spend an hour
before the exposed Blessed Sacrament each
month. For information, call Bob Grillo at
703-471-5689.
Holiday FOOD DRIVE - LINK
The St. Joseph’s Men’s Society and the Knights of
Columbus will be outside of the church after all Masses the
weekend of December 5-6 to collect non-perishable food
and donations to benefit LINK.
LINK provides food for the Thanksgiving and Christmas
holidays to families in need in our local area. Your
contributions will brighten the holidays for these families
who might otherwise go with a holiday meal. Your support
is appreciated.

As we prepare to end this month of November, you know that
the Diocese of Arlington has asked us to support an increased
offertory program during the fall months. During this month of
November, you received the following information:
• weekly bulletin reflections on the gift of stewardship –
Time, Talent, Treasure;
• letter from the pastoral staff focusing on the increased
offertory program; and
• request from the pastoral team for each of us to reflect
upon the time, talent, and treasure which we share with
the parish community.
As shared in the monthly reflections, we referred to
stewardship in the context of "the three t's": time, talent, and
treasure. As we conclude this month of our incr eased
offertory program, we share the following insights to the
question, “What is a good steward?”
When the American bishops wrote their 1992 pastoral letter on
stewardship, Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, they
defined a good steward as one who embodied four specific
qualities:
1) Grateful: thanking God daily for the blessings he or
she has received. A good steward never stops saying
“thank you.”
2) Responsible: with the blessings that God has
bestowed; not only using them prudently, but also making
sure that they do not wither away.
3) Sharing: A good stewar d knows that it is better to give
than to receive, for in giving we receive far more than we
could ever have imagined.
4) Accountable: Remember the par able of the stewar ds
to whom the master had entrusted the silver pieces? They
had to render an account of their stewardship. One day,
you and I will have to stand in accountability before the
judgment seat of God. And God will ask: “What did you
do with all the time that you had? What did you do with
all the gifts that I gave you? What did you do with your
life?” Hopefully, we will be able to say, “Lord, I tried to
thank you every day. I tried to be responsible with those
gifts. And I tried to share those gifts with others.” Please
God, may He respond, “Well done, good and faithful
servant . . . enter into the joy of your master” (cf. Mt.
25:21).
As we recognize the presence of God in our lives, we set out
to live the spirituality of stewardship in terms of time, talent,
and treasure. We expr ess our appr eciation for your
generosity in support of the parish. Your response in sharing
your gifts of time, talent, and treasure assists us in living out
the Gospel in our faith community. Know that we are grateful!
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Link Toy Drive
On December 5th, 6th, 7th, & 8th
the children who attend
Religious Education classes are
asked to help the needy
families in our area by
participating in the LINK Toy
Drive by having them bring in a
new unwrapped toy to their catechist (teacher) or
directly to the Religious Education (CCD) office. LINK
is an all-volunteer organization of 15 churches in
Western Fairfax and Eastern Loudoun counties which
provides needy families with emergency food,
furniture, and financial assistance throughout the
year in addition to holiday seasonal items. Thanks in
advance for all who plan to give.

Religious Education Advent Confessions
In preparation for Christmas, all Religious Education
(RE) students from 3rd through 6th grades will have
Confessions during class times on November (Mon.)
30th, December (Tue.) 1st, & (Sat.) 5th. The 7th and 8th
graders will have their Penance Service
during the Lenten Season in order to
prepare for Easter and their
forthcoming Confirmation. All
Religious Education parents, as well as
the 7th and 8th grade RE students, are strongly
encouraged to attend the Parish Advent Penance
Service on Monday, December 14th at 7:00 p.m.

THE YOUTH MINISTRY CORNER
“Revolving Our Lives Around Christ”
The next Sunday night youth ministry event will take
place Sunday, Dec. 6th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in parish hall
C. The night will begin with a homemade meal followed
by Advent prayer practices and social activities. For more
information, please log on to www.sjcherndon.org and
find the youth ministry page under faith formation.

Pope Francis invites each of us to reflect upon the
importance of the Sacrament of Reconciliation in our
lives. He shared: “Forgiveness is not a result of our
efforts, but is a gift. It is a gift of the Holy Spirit who
showers us with mercy and grace that pours forth
unceasingly from the open heart of Christ crucified and
risen. Every time we go to confession, God embraces
us” (2014).
Advent Penance Services
Monday, December 14, 2015 at 7:00 pm
Saint Joseph Catholic Church
Monday, December 14 at 7:00 pm
Christ the Redeemer, Sterling
(Bi-Lingual) - confessions only
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at 7:00 pm
Saint John Neumann Catholic Church
Thursday, December 17, 2015 at 7:00 pm
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Vienna
Thursday, December 17, 2015 at 7:00 pm
St. Thomas á Becket, Reston
confessions only
As you plan your spiritual journey for the Advent
Season, we invite you to attend one of the Advent
Penance Services. Visiting priests will be assisting at
these penance services in order to provide an opportunity
for individuals to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.
Our Advent Penance Service is Monday, December 14,
2015 at 7:00 pm.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated here
at the parish on Saturday, December 5, 12, and 19, 2015
from 3:30 – 4:30 pm.
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Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for November
New Members: “ All are welcome in this place.”
Remember, just attending church here does not automatically
make you a registered parishioner. If you have not formally
registered in the parish, the Parish Office is open from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Mon.-Fri. throughout the year. Registration packets
may be picked up during these hours, or are mailed upon
request by calling 703-880-4300 or can be downloaded from
our website. It is important to be registered if one is involved
in any sacramental preparation, to attend Religious Education
classes, for letters of reference and for certificates of
sponsorship.

Universal: DIALOGUE
That we may be open to personal encounter and dialogue with
all, even those whose convictions differ from our own.

ST. JOSEPH OUTREACH PRAYER TEAM

Day of Recollection for Discerners
Could Christ be calling you to the priesthood or religious life?
Take a step to find out. The Office of Vocations will hold a
day retreat for men on Saturday, December 19 and a day
retreat for women on Sunday, December 20. Both run from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and are open to those 17 years and older. Please
register by Friday, December 11. To register, please contact
the Office of Vocations at (703) 841-2514 or
vocations@arlingtondiocese.org.

Whether you or a loved one is sick or in trouble and in need of
God’s help, or you want to offer praise for the good things
He’s done, all your needs can be prayed for.
The volunteers from the St. Joseph Outreach Prayer Team
receive prayer requests from the church and community and
activate the prayer chain. If you, a family member, or a friend
is in need of special prayers, please call our Hotline at (703)
880-4343 to leave us your prayer requests.

Evangelization: PASTORS
That pastors of the Church, with profound
love for their flocks, may accompany them
and enliven their hope.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. Joseph
Outreach Prayer Team, please call (703) 880-4343 and
someone will return your call.
8th Grade High School Placement Test
8th grade students attending public schools or non-Catholic
private schools who are interested in attending Catholic High
Schools in the Diocese of Arlington need to take a placement
test. The date, time and locations are listed below.
TEST DATE:

Saturday, December 5, 2015
(Snow Date - December 12, 2015)

TEST TIME:

8:30 A.M. - 12 Noon

TEST SITES:

Bishop Ireton High School, Alexandria
Bishop O'Connell High School, Arlington
Paul VI High School, Fairfax
Pope John Paul the Great High School,
Dumfries
th

FEE: $35.00

ELIGIBLE STUDENTS: Any 8 grader attending public
school, non-Catholic private schools or Catholic schools outside
the Arlington Diocese. Students must fill out a High School
Placement Test Registration Form (available under “School
Forms” at http://www.arlingtondiocese.org/catholicschools/
parents.php). The registration form must be submitted to the test
site no later than Thursday, December 3, 2015. The $35.00 fee
should accompany the form.

Please give a Gift for Life
Please give a Gift for Life this Advent season to help
Gabriel Project fund a mother’s maternity care. One
grateful mother wrote, "I have no idea how I would have
got through this incredibly difficult and challenging period
of my life without Gabriel Project's help. I now see God
did not forget me, and is with me every step of the way.”
Please take home a pre-addressed envelope from our
“Gift for Life Christmas Tree” and consider mailing in a
tax-deductible donation to Gabriel Project/Project Rachel
of Arlington. Or donate online at
www.arlingtondiocese.org/giftforlife.
The “Gift for Life Christmas Tree” will be in the church
vestibule from Saturday, Nov 28 through Sunday, Dec 6.
Thank you for your generosity during this season of
giving!
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St. Joseph Men’s Society - In need of a
weekly spiritual battery charge? Join our new
Tuesday Morning Prayer Hour, held ever y
Tuesday, at 7:00-8:00AM in Room 210. We
begin with a group prayer, readings from the
Magnificat, a shor t analysis of next week's
Gospel, and then a roundtable discussion. Every Tuesday, throughout the year, the opportunity to join other men of the parish to "Put
the family in the hands of the Father" is there for the asking.
For more information contact Mike Bradley at 703-742-9425.

The Blessed Christmas Wafers, a centuries’ old
Christmas vigil tradition enjoyed by the East
Europeans, are available from the Saint Vincent
de Paul Society at the Knights of Columbus
Christmas tree trailer located at Saint Leo the
Great Catholic Church, 3700 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Times are week days, 3:30 - 8:00 pm and
Sat. 9-8 pm, Sun 9-5 p.m. beginning November
29th. Please call for availability after December
17th. Donation is $4.00 per wafer package. For
information call 703-764-0243. All wafer
proceeds benefit the Saint Vincent de Paul
Society.

Novena Led by Bishop Loverde for Couples Suffering with
Infertility and Infant Death
From December 4 to 12, Bishop Paul Loverde will lead a
novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe for all couples who desire
who are struggling with infertility and infant loss. The novena
will culminate with Mass on December 12 at Saint Timothy’s
in Chantilly. Visit www.arlingtondiocese.org/
novenawithbishop to sign-up. For more information, please
contact the Office for Family Life (703) 841-2550.

An Evening of Praise, Worship, & Adoration
Praise music will be provided by VISION
First Saturday of Every Month
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
at St. Leo the Great in Fairfax
3700 Old Lee Highway
----------Saturday, December 5th

THANKS TO OUR
SPONSOR
OF THE WEEK
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Young Adult Christmas Caroling in Old Town
Alexandria: December 5
During the Advent season prepare for the coming of the Lord
with caroling and fellowship. Those interested should meet at
Saint Mary’s in Alexandria for Mass at 5 p.m. with caroling to
follow at 6:15 p.m. Please bring snacks to share! For more
information, contact Brendan Gotta at (703) 841-2549 or
yam@arlingtondiocese.org.
Prime-Time Single Catholics
PTSC is a club organized to serve the needs of single Catholics,
age 40 and over, who are free to marry by Catholic standards.
Share in ChrisƟan fellowship through our religious, social and
recreaƟonal acƟviƟes. For informaƟon see our webpage at
www.blessedsacramentcc.org/church/parish-community/
prime-Ɵme-single-adults, or contact John McBride at (703)
820-9196 or jfmcbride_526@hotmail.com.

THE WEEK AHEAD
Sunday, November 29
1:30 p.m. - Spanish Youth Group (Rm. 217)
6:45 p.m. - Great Adventure Bible Series (Acts) (Rm. 210)
7:00 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal (CH)
7:30 p.m. - Adults Only Open BB (GYM)
Monday, November 30
10:00 a.m. - Moms Bible Study (Rms. 216-217)
6:45 p.m. - Great Adventure Bible Series (Epic) (Rm. 209)
7:00 p.m. - Religious Education Classes (CCD) Grades 5-8 (SCH)
RE Advent Confessions - Grades 5-6
Tuesday, December 1
7:00 a.m. - St. Joseph’s Men’s Society Prayer Group (Rm. 210)
9:00 a.m. - Little Messengers Co-Op (Rms. 214-217)
1:15 p.m. - Great Adventure Bible Study (Rm. 210)
6:30 p.m. - CS Pack 913, Tigers (Rm. 212)
7:00 p.m. - Religious Education Classes (CCD) Grades 5-8 (SCH)
RE Advent Confessions - Grades 5-6
7:00 p.m. - Spanish RCIA (Rm. 205)
7:30 p.m. - Men’s BB II (GYM)
Wednesday, December 2
7:00 p.m. - Eucharistic Adoration (CH)
7:00 p.m. - English RCIA (Rm. 209)
7:00 p.m. - Spanish Adult Catechism Mtg. (Rms. 212-213)
7:00 p.m. - BSA Troop 913 Mtg. (HALL C)
Thursday, December 3
6:30 p.m. - Knights of Columbus Council Mtg. (Rms. 214-215)
7:15 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal (CH)
Friday, December 4
8:45 a.m. - Great Adventures Bible Series (Acts) (Rm. 209)
9:30 a.m. - School Mass (CH)
4:30 p.m. - CS Pack 913, Den 1 (Rm. 212)
6:15 p.m. - Adult Bible Study (Rm. 205)
7:00 p.m. - CS Pack 913, Den 3 (Rms. 214-215)
9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. - Religious Education Classes (CCD)
Grades K-4 (SCH)
RE Advent Confessions - Grades 3-4
9:00 a.m. - Spanish Legion of Mary (Rm. 214)
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (CH)

